The Alisal Eagles
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Alisal Lake, the heart of The Alisal Ranch, is now home to a pair of nesting Bald Eagles and their two offspring. What’s so special about these two birds and their two eaglets? Over 40 years ago, our national symbol was at the brink of extinction. The American Bald Eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus, which was once found throughout the lower 48 states, living by lakes and rivers and feeding mostly on fish, small mammals and carrion, was on verge of disappearing forever due to habitat loss, indiscriminate hunting and a pesticide.
In 1940 Congress passed the Bald Eagle Protection Act and later on added Golden Eagles to the list. The new act was known as the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. After World War II a new pesticide known as DDT was hailed at cure all for farmers and as a means of keeping mosquito populations in check throughout the country. However, the downside of this miracle pesticide is that DDT residue entered our waterways, rivers, lakes, bays and estuaries altering the food chain in ways no one envisioned.
Aquatic plants and fish became contaminated and birds and mammals that fed upon these plants and fish themselves became contaminated, including humans. By 1962 the dangers of DDT became known but it wasn’t until 1972 that the pesticide was banned. In 1967, the Secretary of Interior listed bald eagles south of the 40th parallel under the Endangered Species Preservation Act of 1966. What this really meant for Bald Eagles in California, especially those in Central California and the Channel Islands, was that they were in danger of extinction.
Banning DDT was the first step but it would take almost forty years for the birds to make a come back with the assistance of man. A host of efforts and programs, both state and federal, has helped bring back the American Bald Eagle from 417 nesting pairs in 1963 to over 9,000 in 2001.
The mating pair that chose Alisal Lake as their home are very special to us in California. They have found a habitat that provides them with safe food resources. The result is that have been able to lay and incubate eggs that, in the last week of March, hatched and gave us two healthy eaglets.  In eight to ten weeks these eaglets will go through several changes in their plumage until they fledge (leave the nest) as immature eagles. Their presence shows us that with hard work and laws, many unpopular when they are enacted, do produce results. For us in California and our country, it means that our national symbol has made a comeback from the brink of extinction.
Visit The Alisal and take the guided tour around Alisal Lake to see what Mother Nature has created for us.
Maybe you just might see one of the parents taking a Bass from Alisal Lake and carrying it up to the nest to the young ones. 

It’s all up to us.

